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Sir Herbert Read 
joins sit-down 


PLANS for the civil disobedience 
“action in London next month 
against Scotland’s Polaris base are 
going ahead. 


Sir Herbert Read, the poet, education- 
ist and writer on art, has agreed 
to join the non-violent mass. sit- 
down outside the Ministry of De- 
fence on February 18. He will be 
joining Bertrand (Earl) Russell, the 
Rey. Michael Scott and others after 
their meeting in Trafalgar Square, 


The names of volunteers for the pro- 
test are coming into the office of the 
organisers, the Committee of 100, by 
every post, Committee Secretary 
Michael Randle told Feace News 
on Tuesday, 


as Many thousands of circulars about the 
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London, January 6, 1961 


By Roy Sherwood 


| [SUNDAMENTALLY, two factors are responsible for the new highly dangerous situation in Laos, 
| 


NGE 
ROM LAC 


DISARMAMENT 


SIXPENCE 


US Air Express 
Bdition 10 cents 


fine is 


the post-war world arbiters’ proneness to find a way out of difficult and complicated problems by splitting 


up areas or countries into separate states, providing them with an 


hoping for the best 
for by the Communistic or the “ free” | 
world, 


The second is the. still surviving | 
American Foster Dulles conviction 
that “who is not for us is against us.” 


It is true that, left to themselves, 
the landlocked Laotians and the 
people of the six countries surround- 
ing them might well not be at perfect 
peace. There are controversial issues 
between them, such as frontier claims 
and related matters, due the way 
their borders were fixed when the 
French rule over Indo-China came to 
an end, They would not, however, 
endanger world peace, and they are, 
anyway, not the people’s fault as much 
that of the great -post-war world 
settlers. 

On the great issue of the present, the 
strife between Communism and free enter 
prise, all these peoples, not excluding even 
Communist North Vietnam, are of one 
mind [hey share the rest of South-Bast 
Asia’s wish to be uncommitted; and the 
more sophisticated among them are con- 
sciously cynical about the “free” world, 
which all sections of the population know 
as upholders of autocratic régimes, organ- 
isers of rigged elections and practitioners 
of a wide variety of corruption and in- 
justices, 


ae) 


“6 


But the clementary freedom of remain- 
ing outside the “free” world is heavily 


project have been ordered by local 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
proups. 

The Committee’s address is 13 Good- 
win Street, London, N.4. {ARCh- 
way 1239.) 


STOP PRESS: [n the USA Polaris Action 
will mount a “ tie-in demonstration on 
February 18, They also expect to 
Organise civil disobedience on March 1! 
when the submarine Abraham Lincoln 
Will be commissioned in Portsmoui> 
New Hampshire, 

ne 

The second Polariy submarine, the Patrick 
Henry, set out into the Atlantic fast 
Friday, her tubes filled with missiles, on 
a three-month underwater patral. The 
George Washington is already on patrol 
and the US Navy plans a farther 43 
Polaris submarines. 


“ 


and 
them. 


assistance, 


discouraged 
denied to 
American this has been oul 
wardly achieved in Laos but at the cost 
of a civil war which, owing to the sym- 
pathies involved, is now threatening to 
bring in external intervention, possibly on 
a large scale 


it some C&hses 


As matters stoad as Peace News went 
press the West is divided in its opinion. 
Britain and France see the best hope for 
iverting the spread of fighting in that area 


to 


in “keeping out” militarily, while striving 
for the return of the imternational com 
mission and the re-summoning of the 
Geneva conference of 1954—the vonclu- 


sions of which the United States did not 
fully accept (they did not sign the agreé- 
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independence ” 
which means two diametrically opposed bests, depending on whether it is the one hoped 


which is not real, and then 


plainly ments) and to which they gave only par- 
With a great deal of] tial consent by declaring that they would 


| ‘ : ‘ 
; not disturb them by force threat of 


| force 


or 


Britain and France both aecept the con: 
cept of a neutral Laos. Not so the Ameri- 
cans. They have never made any secret 
about their aim to see a firmly anti-Com- 
munist government ruling al Vientiane. 
Inevitably, the Chinese look upon such a 
government on their doarstep--they have a 
short but direct border line with Laos-—as 
provocative and even dangerous. 

rhe news that Washington has “ increased 
the readiness of United States forces in the 
Pacilic in view of the crisis i. Laos.” thus 
obviously intensifies the dangerous aspects 
of the sitaation, 
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This “Science for Lite” stand 
has been challenging the younger 
generation at the National Schoal- 
boys Own Exhibition at Olympia, 
London. 

it was conceived by a small group 
of Quakers and scientists who were 
disturbed by the way governments 


are deveting so muck fort and 
resources te destructive purpuses, 
The stand therelore prewouts Con: 
irasting ways in which sclenoe may 
be used: it a war om want ar a 
far of niankind, it was anmulsed - 
by the Priende Pearce Commities. ——. 
The exhibition clases tomorray — 
(Saturday). : : ie 
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IS WORED GOVERNMENT THE WAY OUT fg 
Yes—Paul Winner; No—J. Allen Skinner. Conway 
Hall, Holborn, W.C.1.  Tues., Jan. 10, 7.18 pon. 
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

KESWICK : Visit the Lake District Jor your 
holiday this year. Higbtigld Vegetarian Guest House, 
The Pleads, offers beautiful scenery, good food, 
comfort and friendly atmosphere. Tel. SOR or 
write—-Mr. and Mrs. Norman Lusby. 

RECULVER LODGE GN), Beltmge, Herne Bay, 
Kent Sea. Country, 80 minutes from London. 
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PERSONAL 

ATTENTION ABSTAINERS. — Motor Insurance 
Company insuring abstainers only offer amazingly 
Up to 50 per cent N.C.B. Detaila from 


ae ta irok loca) representatives in all 
emperance Hrokers, r 

areas. Morris: Hunter (PN), 33 Victoria Avenue, 
Southend-on-Sea, kLssex. 
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held Road, Jondon, N.lf.  ENTesprise 3324. 

IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give his 
number when making your next purchase: 1.336943. 
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the Sceretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, SW. 

MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE through toformal 
hospitality of the Marriage Club. Both London 
and country members HU ine Prue White, 
14 Parliament Hill, London, N.W.3. . 

PEACE NEWS AND HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
welcome visitors 9.30 to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
to L p.m, on Saturday. Voluntary work always 
available. Peace literature, books of all kinds, 
Bad commercial stationery, grectings cards, elc., 
on tale. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave,, Enfield, Middlesex. 

LITERATURE | 

CONTACT-~a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism, 6 months #3. 9d, 12 months (7s. 
Rox 1979, Cape Town, South Africa. 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names 
and addresses of friends likely to be interested In 
Peace News, ‘They will receive complimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial sub- 
scription for 2s. 6d. Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King's Cross, London, N.i. 3 

WO: Journal Summerhill ety. — Self-discipline 
Specimen copy 


Soci 
for freedam in home and school, 
from 311 Seely Road, 5.W.17. 

“LIBERTE,” the French pacifist monthly, 16s. 
a year post free from Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, King's Cross, London, N.J. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 
gpecting the Paith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cties., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
London, N.W,L ; 
BERKSHIRE'S only — unilateralist Jncal paper. 
“Reading Labour's Voice.” Lively, provocative, 
uninhibited. 3d. monthly (Ss. p.a. post free). From 
1G Minster St., Heading. 

SCIENTISTS EIN BLUNDERLAND : 44 pages post 
free, RRALIST, 36 Lyme St.. London, N.W.1. 
THE BAPTIST PAC ape PLONE putes 
our support. For details of membership write : 
Hart ane Wornip, 63 Loughborough Rd., Quorn, 


Leics. ; 
USINESS 4NI) FINANCE 
Puen) COPPIN (ate of Rochford), 89) 
London Rad., Yeigh-on-Sea, Essex—Phone Leigh-on- 
Sea 77775~-specialise in Ute Agsurance. 
EDUCATION 
SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (corsespond- 
ence. visit} 5s. Dorothy Mathhews, BA, 32 Prim- 
ross Hil! Rd, London, N.W.1. PRImrose 5686. 
POR SALE 
PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL STATIONERY: 
Manilla envelopes 6” x 347-108. 64. 1,000 box; 
p 4%—2ds. 6d. 1,000 box. White envelopes 
@’ x U"—T7e. 64. 1,000 box. Many other sizos/ 
styles available, Plain postcards 2s. Jd. 100; quarto 
banks paper 6s. 500 sheets Harley Bond riuing 
Pads ee 6d. each. Vostage extra, special qucota- 
tone for larger quantities. All profits to Peace 
News. Write or cali Wousmans, 5 Caledonian Raed, 
King’s Cross, London, N.1. (TERminus 8248). 
SITUATIONS VACANT . 

WANTED : Someone to take over house duties 
and cocking for two ladies; veuctarian preferred, 
Ample Unie off for meeting, cle.~Murphy, 4a The 
Hidgeway, Gulders Green, London, abl 


The real significance of 
Freneh nuclear tests 


"PHREE years ago a friend in West 

Africa told me that he learned 
more in London about African events 
than he did in Accra or Lagos, 
Nigeria or Ghana then knew little 
about what was happening in Kenya 
or the Rhodesias. 


Vhat is not true today. ‘The Ghana 
Times and the West African Pilot are full 
of news from all parts of the Continent. 
‘Voday anyone who wishes to know what is 
happening from Cairo to the Cape, from 
Dakar to Mombasa, must read African 
papers rather than English. 


Uhis retlects partly the remarkable growth 
in Pan-African sentiment, partly the ad- 
vance in the technical press production. It 
is a symbol of the progress which has 
accompanied independence and near-inde- 
pendence that not only have the papers 
published by the national movements be- 
come modern in news service and presen- 
tation, but private enterprises, including 
Londen combinations, are now competing 
with them. 


A recent example of the on-the-spot live- 
lincss of the news to be found in African 
papers is the treatment of the explosion of 
the French atom bomb in the Sahara. It 
was from the West African papers | 
learned that the test was imminent. There 
was a much quicker realisation of the sig- 
nificance of the event than there was in 
English or Evrepean papers. 


Opposition 


‘those of us who are outside Africa do 
not realise the depth of feeling «against 
what the papers unanimously describe as 
“the rape” of their territory. Some of 
the opposition is due to concern about the 
effect of radiation on the health of the 
people. There is apprehension, particn- 
larly in Northern Nigeria, which is adjacent 
to the Sahara. ‘Vheir physical fears are 
discounted by the scientists, but there is 
sufficient donbt about the effects of these 
tests, through dust and rain, upon neigh- 
bouring peoples to justify protest. 


Much deeper than this fear is African 
indignation that their territory should be 
used by any European Power for testing 
these diabolical weapons. The ordinary 
form of colonialism in political occupation 
represents a continuing subjection; but it 
rarely finds expression in an act of domi- 
nation which reflects power so imincdiately 
absolute and so patentially vicious as by 
the letting loose of a nuclear bomb. This 
is surely the final disregard of the will of 
peoples. 


African reaction reflects the extraordinary 
spiritual solidarity which now animates the 
people of the Continent. The area of the 
Sahara where the explosion took place is 
isolated and uninhabited, except for strings 
of camels and their nomadic attendants 
which occasionally cross the desert. No 
doubt President de Gaulle regarded it as 
outside any sphere inviling a sense of 
geographical loyalty, 


Protest 


Yet Africans throughout the Continent 
have protested with a passion which could 
scarcely have been exceeded if the expla- 
sion had taken place on their own door- 
steps. Not only the Arab countries of the 
North and the peoples of the West nearest 
to the explosion, but the peoples of the 
Fast, of Central Africa, and even of the 
South, despite their preaccupation with 
their own wrongs, have joined in bitter 
Protest, This was an outrage on Africa, 
and all alerted Africa is indignant. 


_ There is something in the protest which 
is still more significant. Large numbers of 
Africans, certainly their leaders and politic- 
ally conscious followers, have a feeling that 
nuclear war preparations represent the 
lowest degradation of what is knawn as 
“ civilisation,” the civilisation which has 
claimed superiority in humanity and cul- 


By Fenner Brockway, MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


ture to their own national patterns and 
social behaviour, 
When have they ever committed any- 


thing so inhuman as Hiroshima? When 
have they ever comtemplated a betrayal of 
all creation so complete as the stocks of 
bombs piled up by Russia, America and 
Britain, capable of destroying all man- 
kind ? Of what worth is this Cireat 
Powers’ prestige which France claims to 
deserve because she now has atom bombs? 
Is this the measure of the human values 
which the Christianity of this civilisation 
esteems 2? The nuclear armers are causing 
a disillusionment among Africans which 
they little realise. 

There are further reactions to this feeling 
which may soon become important. The 
General Assembly of the United Nations 
devoted the greater part of the sittings in 
the Old Year to colonial issues. When the 
Assembly resumes it will turn its attention 
to disarmament and peace. The Great 
Powers will find that the Afro-Asian 
nations, now so largely augmented, will 
exert an influence as decisive on these 
issues as they have already contributed on 
colonial issues, 


Africa and Asia are contemptuous of the 
prolonged manceuvring by the Big Four— 
Amcrica, Russia, Britain and France-—on 
nuclear tests, the retention of nuclear 
weapons, and disarmament, They have the 
impression that all the delegates in these 
negotiations are thinking of their own 
national interests rather than of mankind. 
They will demand that new voices be 
brought into the disarmament negotiations: 
China which represents nearly one-fifth of 
the population of the earth and the neutral 
nations. India and the new Africa. 


Outrage 


They see the French tests not only as an 
outrage to Africa but as a danger to the 
world in extending nuclear armament to 
other nations. What hope will there be of 
saving mankind from destruction if the 
three or four nuclear Powers become 10, 15, 
20? The Afro-Asian nations will prove 
themselves in these coming months as 4 
great influence for peace. 

Another reaction will become increas- 
ingly strong. Africa and a great part of 
Asia will demand that their territories be 
treated as neutral in the conflict between 
East and West. That neutrality is in danger 


Congo, 
Algeria and Laos, but it remains the pas- 


of being compromised in the 


sionate desire of the African and most 
Asian peoples. 

They will call for the neutralisation of 
the whole Continent of Africa and of the 
Middle East and South East Asia. ‘They 
will say that they want no part in the 
hostility of the American-led and Russian- 
led blocs and that their great desire, their 
own national freedoms gained, is to con- 
tribute towards ending the war madness 
which threatens the whole world, including 


themselves, with annihilation, 


The neutralisation of Africa, of the vast 
Arab area of West Asia, and of South Fast 
Asia, from India to Indonesia, will become 
a major theme of international politics dur- 
ing these coming months. 


Reaction 


There is a third reaction of which we 
should be aware. The new nations will not 
tolerate for long the presence of foreign 
mililary bases on their territory. Uhis will 
become an issue in Kenya during the 
coming year when an African majority will 
control the Legislature. The opposition in 
Nigeria even to a Defence Pact with Britain 
is a warning. ‘The military bases in the 
islands of the Mediterrancan--Cyprus and 
Malta—will emerge as an issue: Cyprus, 
where the bases were a condition of inde- 
pendence but which nevertheless make in- 
dependence only partial, Malta where the 
bases and the NATO Mediterranean head- 
quarters are a main reason for denying 
independence. 

We have just scen the same issue in the 
insistence by the islands of the West Indies 
that the American bases should be reduced. 
In Aden and Singapore a similar issue will 
soon arise in the case of the British bases. 
Europe and America must begin to under- 
stand that military colonialism cannot str- 
vive for any length of time when political 
colonialism is disappearing. 

These are the implications of Africa's 
anger over the French Bomb in the Sahara. 


African Governments and peoples may acc ~ 


in the first instances against France, but in 
the background is the determination to he 
free from the humiliation of serving as 
pawns to the military designs of any Power 
or of either group of Powers, 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
fo author, 


Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's address). 


Suturday, January 7 , 
LONDON, §.W.1: 7 to 10.30 pm. St. Saviour’s 
Church Hall, St. George’s Sq. New Year Social. 
Westminster CND. 
Monday, January 9 
LONDON, W.2¢ 8 p-m. 16 Westbourne Park Rd. 
(Porchester Rd. end). “To Change the Pledge ? "* 
Myrtle Solomon. Porchester PPU 


‘Tuesday, January 10 
LONDON, W.C.): AS p.m. Conway Hall, 
Holborn. Debate: ‘1s World Government the 
Way Out?” Yes—Paul Winner; No—J, Alen 
Skinner. SPES. 

SHEFRIERD : 7.30 p.m. 360 Crookesmoor Rd. 
Non-violence discussion group No. 4 Shetlield 
PRU. 

Friday, January 13 


LONDON, W.3s 7.48 p.m. Acton Town Hall. 
"Save Hritain fram Suicide."" Speakers ; Canon 
Stanley Fyans, John Worner, Peler Howell. | Chis- 


wick und Acton CND. 
Saturday, January 14 
IIRMINGHAM: 3-8 p.m. B'ham Settlement, 
Summer Liane. West Midlands Area PPU annual 
party. All pacifists and sympathisers welcome 
Adults 2s., children free. 
NMASTINGS: 6 p.m. Tinkers Deh, Crowhurst La, 


Battle. New Year Party. Speaker: Stuart Morris. 
Chair: Mary Wray. PPU 
Snaday, Janwary 


hy 
Petia See cnikewms = 
IVS. 


NEWid 2.50 
Annual general miecting. 


F Monday, Snnuary 16 
RIRMINGHAM: § p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd, Kings 
Heath. Mtg. of Kings Heath and Cotteridge PPU. 


Wednesday, January 18 : 
LONDON, N.9: & pom. Cangregations! Church 
all, Lower Fore St, Peace,"” 


LONDON, 
Oakley Sq. 


"First Steps to 


David Lane and Myrtle Solomon Edmonton PPU. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 1} p.m. Friends International 
Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. | Lamch-tine talk: A 
Jewish Pacifist in Israci,"’ Myrtle Solomon, Light 
refreshments from  12.30—if required notify WIEPF, 
29 Great James Street, W.C.1. PPU. 


Vharsday, Linyary 19 

LONDON, E.1L: 8 p.m. friends Mtg. Hlo., Bush 
Rd., Leytonstone. Ted Redhead, MP: ° Where 
Do We Go Now?” 1.10 und Ell PPU. 

LONDON, F.C.3: 12.15-1.15 pom. Vestry of St. 
Michael’s Church, Cornhill, Peace Forum, Ques- 
tions and Answers to Standing Joint Pacifist Com- 
miltee. 

4 separa Saturday, January 24 

COLCHESTER + 2.45-7.30 p.m, Friends Mtg. Ho. 


Shewel] Rd., conference on an alternative to war 
and violence. Chairman: Bishop of Colchester. 
Speakers: J. Henderson, Prank Dawtry, MABE. 
Leslie Aldous, John Bowyer, barrister. Tea 490-5 
pom. Is. 6d 
; _ Thursday, January 26 

LONDON, E.Ul: 8 pam. Friends Mtg. Ho.. Rush 

Rd Group discussion, EO and EEL PPU. 


Saturday, January 28 
ST, LEONARD’S-ON-SEA ; 3.30 p.m. 71 Norme 
Rd” AGM South Past Area PRU 
SHEFFIELD : 7.30 p.m. 143 Lupton Rd, Shefield 
8. Evening of colour slides. Refreshments. 
Admission 2s. 6d. 
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Every week! 


SATURDAYS 

LONDON, W.11: Golborne Rd., off Portobello 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 am.-S p.m.  Uelpers for two-hour shifts are 
needed. Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 

Organiser, FLA 7906. VPorchester PPU, 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON; 72 Oakley §q., N.W.L. Weekend 
work camps take place whenever possible, “Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com 


munity. TVS 
THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.111 9 pm. Friends Mig. Ho, B 
Kd (near Green Many” E10 and k i ‘ei Feu. 
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REV. McCRACKIN ON 


An adamant tax-refuser 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


"WHE Rev. Maurice McCrackin is Presbyterian Minister at the West Cincin- 


nali-St. Barnabas Church. 
and his ordination, for conscience sake 


For 11] years he has been convinced 
that he must not pay income taxes 
which will be spent on armaments. 


At first he held back a portion, but 
feeling that this witness was not strong 
snough, five years ago he stopped fil- 
ing any tax return at all, tn 1958, 
after declining to negotiate, he was 
arrested, carried into court, convicted, 
and served a six-month prison sen- 
lence. 


Strong witness 


On his release the Cincinnati presbytery 


censured him for not paying his taxes, but 
admitted that he was “bearing a strong 
witness to Jesus Christ.’ But the control 
of a Neighbourhood Centre was withdrawn 
from St. Barnabas’ parish, and the civic 
park board refused water supply to a 
racially integrated camp for underprivileged 
children) operated by Mr. MeCrackin’s 
church so long as any board or staff 
member practised civil disobedience. The 
St. Barnabas congregation stood firm and 
faithful to their pastor, 


On April 3) last, Maurice McC tackin 
preached an Easter sermon, He spoke of 
the attitude of the early Christians towards 
war, and of the corruption of the peace 
witness from the time of Constantine. 
After going into some detail about the 
existing preparations for war, particularly 


‘LE RO! EST MORT .. .’ 


“FINE King is dead, 

Le Jong live the hing !” f 
was the ery that used to 
go up in France at the 
death of the monarch to 
indicate the unbroken line 
of succession from father 
to son, ‘The cod of one 
reign was but the starting 
paint of another. 


tf 


We express much the same idea when we 
celebrate the fading out of one year and 
the beginning of the next on New Year's 
Eve, and though we sometimes feel that we 
ought fo start the new year armed with 
good resolutions as if a new era began at 
midnight on December 34, there is no real 
break, no change in our hopes and en- 
deayours, For some days to come we are, 
indeed, liable tu make a certain mistake as 
we put the date at the top of a letter! 

PPU Tleadquarters Fund did well in 1960 
and not only reached its aim of £1,250 but 
exceeded if. For this splendid result: we 
would Jike to ¢apress our sincere thanks to 
all dhe readers of Peace News who with 
their gifts, large and = small, helped to 
achieve it. 

Let no one think, however, that PRU 
Headquarters Fund is new dead and gone 
und that the “nagging” will stop, ‘The 
Peace Pledge Union is entering a busy year, 
perhaps the busiest for some time past, fn 
a few short months the Pacifis¢ Fortnight 
Campaign will be upon us, and, besides, alt 
the other work has to go on not only un- 
diminished but with renewed vigeur, Your 
generous help is needed more than ever, 
and a wood start now will be the best 
guarantee that we shall reach and perhaps 
surpass our alin again. It is not too late 
for a New Year gilt. So the slogan this 
week is ” Pleadquarters Fund 1960 is dead, 
long live Headquarters Fund lal!” 


HH.DA VON KEENZE, 

VToral received in 1960: £1,382, 

Who will start the ball rolling in 196 ? 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St, London, W.C.1. 


in chemical, biological 
| weapons, he said: 


He stands now in danger of fosing his church 


and = radiological 


of 


. Obedience to a Jaw that is evil 
is a act against God... through the 
money paid each April 18 people become 
partners in these crimes — against 
humanity.” 

At a session in June the presbytery of 
Cincinnati veted to bring Maurice Me- 
Crackin to trial before a judicial commis- 
sion. It was charged that he 


“has resisted the ordinances of God, in 
that upon pretence of Christian liberty 
he has opposed the civil lawful power 

published erroneous opinions and 
maintained practices which are destruc- 


tive to the external peace and order 
which Christ hath established in’ the 
Church has failed to obey the 


lawful commands and to be subject to 
the authority of civil magistrates.” 


Firm belief 


Mr. McCrackin commented to an Eng- 
lish friend: “ft appears that the Presby- 
tery is trying to outdo the State in its 
attack on conscience, and | firmly believe 
that these charges do not reflect the think- 
ing af the denomination.” 


In October Dr. Ofto Piper, a professor 
at Princeton Seminary and veteran resister 


of flither im = Germany, wrote in’ The 
Seminarian: 
“The smouldering fires of a presi- 


dential campaign in which admittedly 
nothing is at stake except a few pasi- 
tions of power have with their smoke so 
completely blurred our vision that Pres- 
byterians seem to be unable to take 
notice of the really momentous issues of 
our time, 

“On November 3 the Rev. Maurice 
McCrackin will be tried by a judicial 
commission of the Presbytery of Cinein- 
nati. ‘The case is very simple: Mc- 
Crackin believes not only that waging 
war, and especially atomic war, is con- 
trary to the teaching of Christ, but alsa 
that a minister holding such views should 
do something about them. Unless | 
am completely mistaken, the de-Christian- 
isation of our public life is proceeding 
with great speed.” 


The tirst hearing of the trial by presby- 


A Nobel Prize for 
Fenner Brockway? 


AN international group of influential 
™ people, The Guardian reports, have 
recommended Fenner Brockway’s name lo 
the committee of Norwegian patliament- 
anans for the award of the Nobel Peace 
Prize for 1961, Four Labour MPs 
Anthony Wedgwood Benn, John Stane- 
house, Judith Hart and Leslie Hale—have 
been active in soliciting suppert for Mr. 
Brockway. 

Among the sponsors they have obtained 
are Dr. Nkrumah, Leopold Senghor, tom 
Mboya, Dr. Kiano, Julius Nyere, Dom 
Mintoff, Norman Manley, Senor Nenni, 
Jayaprakash Narayan, Spyro kKaprianou, 
H. Rubin, Walter Nash, Dr. Evatt, Ntsu 
Mokhehle and Herr Ollenhauer. 

From the House of Lords are Lord 
Altrincham, Lord Attlee and Lord Roothby, 
and from the House of Commons Jo 
Grimond. faraes Griiliths, Jennie Lee and 
Barbara Castle. 

Professar A. J. Ayer, Professor RH. 
Yawney, and the Vice-Chancellors of Leeds 
and Wall Universities have also added their 
names. 

Mc. Brockway, whe is 72 and has repre- 
senitd Eton and Slough in Parliament since 
i950, is chairman of the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom, He is a regular con- 
tributor on colonial affairs to Feuer News. 


TRIAL 


tery was held on November 3. Phe prose: 
culion presented its case, The principal 
argument seemed to be that since the Pres- 
byterian Church does not reject war, Mr. 
McCrackin had no right to act as he did 
as # munister. Quotations were supplied 
from the Bible, the Confession of Faith, 
and Calvin. 


The issue remiuins to be seen, and in the 


The Rev. Maurice McCrackin 


meantime no better summing up can be 
found than that which appeared tn an 
editorial of the influential American un- 
denominational weekly, the = Christian 
Century (to the columns of which we owe 


much of the information given in- this 
article): 
*Vhe Presbytery, and not) Mr. Mce- 


Crackin, will be on trial. ‘There is no de- 
hating the fact that (he) has broken a civil 
Jaw. He was tried, found guilty, and served 
six nionths fut there is also no 
reason to doubt that... Mr. MeCrackin 
acted conscientiously and in obedience to 
Christian principles. The question is... 
whether there is roam in the Presbyterian 
minisiry for a man who places the law of 
Giod above the law of the State.” 


THE Nth POWER 
—by Sir Charles Snow 


yN the day of the third French 
nuclear extosion in the Sahara, Sir 
Charles Snow (C. P. Snow the novelist 
and scientist) told the annual meeting 
m New York of the American Asso- 
ciuion for the Advancement — of 
Science that by 1966 some 12 countries, 
including China, might haye nuclear 
weapons at their disposal. 

Speaking “as responsibly as 1 can," he 
warned that “within ten years fram now 
some of those bombs are going olf. That 
is the certainty. We know, with the cer- 
tainty of statistical proof, that if enough of 
these weapons are made by enough different 
states, same of them are going to blow up 

thraugh accident, or folly, or madness 
but the motives don't matter.” 


No neutrality 


Scientists, he added, could net remain 
ethically neutral in this situation, They 
could not say: “We have made the tools 
and if you use them badly it is mo ceacern 
of ours.” 

there was ne time to be wasted, Either 
the United Stiles must accept a restriction 
of muckear armaments, beginaing with the 
halting of tests, or msk a nuclear gatas- 
trophe 

"On the one side,” he added, “we have 
a finne risk. On the other sule we have a 
certainty of disaster. Mois the plain duty of 
scientists to explain this either/or Ho ois a 
duty which secms to mw ta came fram the 
mori nature of the seleudtic aerivity 
itself.” 
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————By Sybil Morrison 
Pacifist 
ploughing 


There is no reason why a new Reyular 
ctrnty of 182,000 should nor be recruited 
in peace-time providing the Army and 
the nation meer the challenge-— WBrip. 
W. PLR. thompson, Daily Veleyraph, 
January 2, 1961. 


CIONSCRAPTION in this country is, 

for the time being, over. ‘The 
British Army must in the future be 
recruited by means of advertisement, 
propaganda, offers of material benetits 
and opportunities of “seeing the 
world.” 


The Army, in fact. is to be a volunteer 
army made up, not from the uncmployed, 
but fron those who conld be employed in 
other work, but whe want to be soldiers 


this is a different posiiion from pre-can- 
scription days, and the number required, 
according to Brigadier Thompson, is a mere 
182,000, which, ou. of « population of some 
$0,000,000, certainly seems small. The 
general altitude of men whase age would 
be suitable for joining up happens ta be 
one of “FE couldn't care less” about every- 
thing, and the whole conception of barrack 
hfe, uniforms, parades, “sputing and 
polishing,” Jack of freedom and strict: dis- 
cipline, is the complete antittesis of this 
modern moad, 


* 


There is no glamour about army life in 
peace-time; in the nuclear age there is no 
glamour about wart; and yet there is no 
glamour either about abandoning war, 
abolishing it, or refusing to take part in tt. 
Pacifism and all that it means in sacrifice 
and in straggling against the stream is not 
glamorous; it is difficult, it is slow, tf is not 
spectacular, and it is lonely; perhaps it is 
largely because of this that many ardent 
pacifists have, while not abandoning their 
belief, yet turned away to something else. 


Whey have engaged in other campaigns 
for humane objectives, or against particular 
weapons, and sa the basic punciples for 
which pacilisis stand become clouded over 
and last, and the numbers of people willing 
10 plod on in the march agaist war itself 
grow less, even if they do nat grow weaker. 
The Anny needs only 222,000 men; the 
pacitist ranks ate fac short of thay puniber, 
The Army needs men te train in fighting, 
fo learn how to use weapons and how to 
obey orders withaut question: paciflam 
heeds nen and women ready to learn how 
to fight not only against war, but against 
apathy and despair. 

There are, of course, chiferent ideas as to 
how this can best be curned out, just aa 
there are different ideas about the meaning 
of non-violence, non-violent resistance and 
non-resistance, On the whole these words 
mean nothing at all te the ordinary public 
who believe in annies and navies, and 
bombs and bombers, as a means of defend- 
ing thenpelves and their homes. 


* 


Nevertheless, these are the people who 
have to he reached, and they are not all 
sitting daumbly before their television sets, 
though uo ois true that masi af them hava 
not heard of pacifism, aud if they have, 
ooly becatse puliicians have chasen fa use 
the word to mean samething  satirely 
ditferent. 


There are seme, perhaps many, who tear 
“a nuclear war, but their feats are iat 
alayed by the prospect uf Hritam aban. 
doning the weapon which they hata been 
taught ik the only means of detertlig a 
nuclear war His essential that sich people 
shondu be persuaded that the anly possihle 
way of avonling 3 nuclear war is to 
abolish war altogether. 

Pacinats are convinced of the trude of 
this, and so they arc the only peaple whe 
can anne the case and show the way; their 
rysponsihiliy is iremendous. and theie task 
unrewarding if rewards ate ie be reckoned 
In Wufubers. How not numbers that matter; 
what niatters is that the hard Nirrae be 
ploughed and the seed scattered: this is the 
work tu which patilists have sa their hand! 
i} may got be plamaniws, but uwia a 


challenge. 
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WHAT CAN DAG HAMMARSKJOELD ACHIEVE 


IN SOUTH 


JOR. VERWOPRD is more than 
Prince Minister of the Union of 
South Africa. As such he represents 
the ulfimate authority responsible 
for the matntenance and develop- 
ment of the vilest policy in’ the 
world today. 


‘Phe staggering fact is that he appears-—as 
yet--to be almost indifferent to the in- 
credible development of world hostility 
and outrage at this policy. 

Vbis has been begun by freqnent resort lo 
expulsion ol critics, development of the 
police and their weaponry, enactment of 
savage und degrading laws--and cold- 
blooded murder. 

In the face of this calculated advancement 
of apartheid, opposition has been under- 
standably more effective abroad than in 
the Union. The shooting at Sharpeville 
awakened public consciousness as noth- 
ing before had done, and as soon as the 
police had been congratulated for the 
good work. they had done there it becanie 
clear to anyone that the Union Govern- 
ment were motivated by that blind fer- 
voor characteristic of men convinced 
they are doing God's work. 

There has been # vast increase im the 
amount of information about apartheid 
being distributed. ffelp is being given to 
people in the Union toe enable them te 
have legal representation when on trial. 


Stockpile estimate 


ryMies United States has a nuclear stock- 

pile equal to about $0,000 atom bombs 
of the (ype dropped on Hiroshima, and in 
another three years she will have the equi- 
valent of an additional 30,000, Or. Ralph 
Lapp, the American physicist, said in New 
York on December 28, 

He stated at a mecting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science 
thal ihe Hirashima-type bomb was equiva- 
lent to 20,000 tons of TINT. Today's bombs 
of the same weight had the explosive power 
af 20,000,000 tons of TNT. 

Mast Russian ejties, he said, were “ soft” 
targets, and would be vulnerable to miclear 
weapons producing a blast effect of 3lb. a 
square inch. America’s Atlas and Titan 
intercontinental missiles could carry nuclear 
warheads big enough to produce a blast 
effect of 100Ib. & square inch. 


More refugees 


MgorE than 200,000 people fled from 
ane. dast Germany during 1960, a was 
announced last Friday by Herr Lemmer, 
West German Minister fer All-German 
Affairs, In 1959 the total was 143,9]2. 
Since the establishment of the Bast Ger- 
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For good books 
® 


Send your Christmas Hook Tokens , . - 
Order your birthday presents... 


Your text hooks, novels, children’s books 
2... all kiads af books... 


Housmans Bookshop 


5 Caledonian Rd., Kings Cross 
London N.1. 


We specialise in mail orders-~personal 
shoppers welcomed--lists on request 


© 
For peace books 


AFRICA ? 


The tnternational boycott has developed 
fast at all levels-personal, industrial and 
governmental. Lack of conlidence in the 
Union has become so widespread that its 
gold reserves have plummeted. 


Inside the Union Dr, Verwoerd is facing 
real trouble too. Pondoland, the Gov 
ermment’s prize trinl area for apartheid, 
has been in revolt. More recently open 
opposition has come from the two big- 
gest Dutch Refonned Churches, to which 
most of the Government's followers 
belong. 


In Cape Town recent months have scen the 


humble beginning of sit-in) demonstra- 
lions in segregated eating places, and 


such a powerful form of protest at the 
lowest level could, if developed, present 
a serious threat to present policy. 

The nearest thing to the crystallisation of 
world opinion that we have yet seen has 


been in the United Nations. After the 
Security Council’s condemnation — ol 
apartheid last April (following — the 


Sharpeville and Langa shootings) it in- 
structed the  Secretary-General, Dag 
Hlamrmarskjoeld, in consultation with the 
Government of South Africa, to try to 
initiate measures that would result in the 
reversal of the policy. 

All this was framed around by the usual 
considerations of non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries-and 
ihe Conga crisis made Hammarskjoeld 


man republic 12 years ago over 2,500,000 


have fled. These refugees do not include 
people moving legally from one part of 
Germany to another, for professional or 
family reasons, with their belongings. 
Friday~-according to Sebastian 
Waffner, writing from Herlin, in The 
Observer a woman from Rostock who 
tried (o flee with her two children to Berlin 
at Christmas was sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment. A taxi driver who had 
helped her with her luggage was jailed for 
four months. 


Last 


No longer a criminal 


PQARLE REYNOLDS, who sailed the 

Phoenix inio the Pacific nuclear test 
area during the 1958 Entwetok tests, has 
been cleared of any criminal charge. 

He was given a prison sentence in Hono- 
lulu fast year, bat remained free pending 
appeal. fast Friday the San Francisco 
Court of Appeals reversed the conviction 
and ruled that he had committed nothing 
more than a ‘ trespass.” 


Dr. Earle Reynolds, 50-year-old anthro- 
pologist, made his protest in 1958, follow- 
ing the attempts made by Harold Steele and 
the Golden Rule to enter the Pacific 
testing area. 


* 


The sixth Paris demonstration outside the 
Ministry of Justice was held by over {00 
stlent people on New Year's Eve. It was 
in solidarity with young Frenchmen chal- 
lenged by “the weight of certain deci- 
sions” by conscription for the Algerian 
War. Among demonstrators were Claude 
Bourdet, Abbé Pierre, two other priests 
and many conscientious objectors. 


* 

A” pocket "-size A-weapon was announced 
in Washington by the US Army on Man- 
day. Army Secretary Bracker said : “ The 
Davy Crockett dwarfs in ficepower any- 
thing we have eyer known in the imme- 
diate jrea of the battle line.” 

g 

The coast-to-coast atarchers across Tanca- 
shire and Yorkshire in support of nuclear 
disarmament canipleted their trek on 


They 


Sunday might about 200 strong. 
had started out on Christmas Day, 


postpone his visit more than once but 
i is interesting to note the relevant UN 
considerations, 


The Government of South Africa, as a 
Member of the United Nations and sig- 
natory of the Charter, has pledged itself, 
under Article 56 “to take joint and 
separate action for the achicve- 
ment of the purposes set forth in Article 
55." ‘These include the promotion of 
“universal respect for, and observance 
of, human rights and fundamental free- 
doms for all without distinction as to 
race, sex, language or religion,” 


Contrast this with the following facts. On 
June 14, 1954, the South African Secre- 
tary for Native Affairs issued, from his 
office in’ Pretoria, General Circular No. 
23 of 1954 (File No. 646/280). It began 
as follows: 


“Scheme for the employment of 
petty offenders in non-prescribed 
areas, 1. It is common knowledge that 
large numbers of natives are daily 
being arrested and prosecuted for con- 
traventions of a purely technical 
nature. 

2. These arrests cost the state large 
sums of money and serve no useful 
purpose, 


6 


3. ‘The Department of Justice, the 
South African Police and this Depart- 
ment have therefore held consultations 
on the problem and have evolved a 
scheme, the object of which is to in- 
duce unemployed natives now roaming 
about the streets in various urban 
areas tO accept employment outside 
such urban areas.” 


Ihe scheme had, in fact, been in operation 
in some places for some time. The 
Circular went on to give detailed instruc- 
tions. Natives so detained were not to 
be charged, but merely detained by the 
police until they could be sent to the 
district labour bureau and handed over 
to the employment officer, 


A farge file of legal documents which, in 
sptte of their restrained language, make 
sickening reading, has been sent by the 
Anti-Slavery Society in London to the 


UN Secretary-General in the hope that 
he will discuss them at his forthcoming 
meeting with the South African Govern- 
ment. 


‘The documents record dispassionately the 
brutal treatment under conditions of 
slavery of many Africans under the terms 
of General Circular No. 23, Some of 
them were killed in the process. None 
of them had received trial, nor even been 
charged on any criminal indictment. 
Many of them were subjects of states 
other than South Africa, 

Vhis indicates Hammarskjoeld’s reat oppor- 
tunity: 10 bring home to Dr. Verwoerd 
knowledge that the facts are leaking out, 
that there is a world outside in protest, 
and that this opposition is stilt in’ its 
formative stages. Let everyone in the 
Union take heart at his visit: it is the 
outward sign that the days of apartheid 
are numbered. 

Last Saturday Dr. Verwoerd 
his own views on the UN: 

“Should not the overcrowded United 
Nations give way to a small body of 
really responsible world nations ? 


"The United Nations is no longer a forum 
for solving international conflicts, but a 
platform where problems are created and 
aggravated.” 

Note that word “ responsible". It sums up 
the Verwoerd approach, 


made clear 
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How Labour MPs voted 


From H. W. Franklin, President of the 
National Union of Railwaymen, 1951-53. 


T was of more than passing interest to 
read the list of how Labour Members 
voted in the Defence debate on December 
13, and one is still left wondering when the 
Parliamentary Labour Party will see that 
our coalition with the Tories is nothing 
like so popular with the man in the street 
us they apparently now imagine. 


But one name not mentioned struck me 
as curious, f am referring to Mr, Tenner 
Brockway, MP, for while Fenner writes at 
great length upon the necessity of humanity 
in colonial affairs, one wonders haw many 
Coloured men and women will be left alive 
when once the rockets start their deadly 
journey. Surely it is much more important 
tO ensure one’s efforts and votes in Parlia- 
ment are directed to an avenue which will 
not preclude justice and humanity ever be- 
coming an accomplished fact. 


There may be a good reason, of course, 
but { would have been delighted to see 
Fenner Brockway's name among the appo- 
Sition and associating with Emrys Hughes 
in an endeavour to restrain the folly of his 
Parliamentary colleagues, Where was 
Fenner upon this occasion on Deceniber 
132-1. W, FRANKLIN, 121 London Rd., 
Gloucester, 

Fenner Brockway writes: My friend HH. 
W. Pranklin can be reassured. [| was, of 
course, one of the 70 Labour MPs who, 
with Emirys Hughes, absiained from voting 
on the Labour motion on Defence. 

fo act wholeheartedly with the unilater- 
alisis. | vated against the official Labour 
motion in the Parliamentary Party, {| 
attached my name to the amendment tabled 
by the unilateralists, | Voted against the 
Polaris base. My name did net appear in 
the press because its list of names was 


composed only of those who were observed 
from the Press Giallery, 

There is no way in which abstention can 
be recorded in the House of Commons, All 
one can do is to refrain from emering 
either Division Lobby. This YT did by 
ignoring the Party’s three-line Whip and 
going impaired to Conway Hall to preside 
over a meeting addressed by Mr. Nkomo 
and Mr. Katinda, 


(Peace News is very sorry to learn thar 
Leslie Hale, MP, hay been in haspital for 
a considerable period. This explainy his 
absence from the House of Commons dur- 
ing the recent Defence Dehate. His name 
had earlier appeared on the Order Paper in 
support of Anthony Greenwoad's Amend- 
ment condemning “a defence policy based 
on a nuclear strategy." — En.) 


‘A bunch of violence * 


pack SHEPHERD, 
*? vision (PN, December 9), doubted 
“whether much is produced now whieh 
deliberately glorifies violence.” I can think 
of one important exception, On the News, 
violent thoughts are not only encouraped, 
but are directed towards specific insticu. 
tions, 


speaking of tele- 


J um referring to the music backing the 
newsreels; if we are shown a parade of 
troops in’ Moscow, we have menacing 
music, while a parade of troops in New 
York or London will be backed with noble 
sirains, 


Political meetings, especially in Africa, 
always arouse the music-selecfor’s hatred, 
Another device ts to. shaw a policeman 
watching a peacetul demonstration, or even 
just on patrol in an empty street, and back 
this with violently agitated niusic, as though 
snipers were known to be behind every 
window, 


All this quite apart from the biased 


The Gandhigram 


———-- i 


The following is the Jull text of the statement issued last week 
at the eud of the War Resisters’ International Conference at 


Gandhigram, India. 


The tenth triennial conference of the WRI 


was held there from December 21—-27. 


MPSHE general ile of the conference was “ Peace making’ 


> 


and the subject 


was dealt with under the following headings: Sarvodaya, Non-violent 


Direct Action and Shanti Sena. 

After discussions in eight groups 
and subsequently in plenary sesstons, 
the conference reached the following 
decisions : 

Pacifists must actively associate them- 
selves with methods which validly express 
Truth and Love and must dissociate them- 
selves from what is evil. Therefore those 
commitied to non-violence must never give 
any moral support to the conventional 
methods of defence, or any other action in 
which they would think it wrong to par- 
ticipate as individuals, 

fhe conference commends the work 
the Bhoodan movement as being funda- 
mentally sound in approach and principles 
which are also applicable to many situa- 
tions outside India, such as in Sicily, where 


the work being undertaken ts also com- 


of 


miended. ; 

The conference is convinced that both 
the capitalist conception of private owner- 
ship and the Communist conceptian of 
State ownership of the means: of produc- 
tion and distribution are insulicient where 
{he ideal of non-violence Is concerned. It 
1 for decentralising polt- 


emphasised the nee 
the achieve- 


tical and economic power In 
ment of a non-violent society. 

It believed that the major mcans of pro- 
duction and distribution should be owned 
by the conmunity and) that distribution 
shonld assure economic justice and social 
equality. ‘Though some industries require 
a degree of centralisation and certain ser- 
vices could legitimately be owned by a 
democratic government, co-operatives un- 
fettered by any political attachment should 
play an active role in the reorganisation of 
society. 

A clear understanding of Vruth and Love 
must determine not only personal conduct 


but the economic, political and social 


structure and relationships within the new 
society. 


‘he conference endorsed the principles 
and practice of non-violent direct action, 
which it agreed should be defined as “ any 
action which does not involve violence 
undertaken by individuals or groups against 
a social or international evil or for the 
purpose of resolving conflicts.” 


NECESSARY STEP 


While creating conflict may be a neces- 
sary step in the removal of international 
or social evil, the final aint will be to 
develop good will and understanding be- 
tween all concerned. Such action could 
involve defiance of the law or established 
custom, non co-operation and individual 
protest, Participants in such actions must 
be prepared for sullering and sacrifice. 


Planning and preparation should include 
the following points among others : 

@ there should be a specific objective 

for each campaign even though larger 

sssues might be involved. 

@ here should be careful training of 

the participants amongst whom should 

be persons most directly affected when- 

ever possible, 

@ ‘Vhere should be an appeal to the 

conseience of the wrang-doers and good 

will towards them, and also towards any 

agent of the State involved. 


@ There should be an attempt to gain 
public support for the campaign and 
sympathisers should be encouraged to 
take supporting action on as wide «a 
scale as possible. 

The question of the place of Non-violent 
Direct Action in a democracy was dis- 


statement 


cussed, and it was generally agreed that 
there might be circumstances justifying its 
use under any fortn of government. 


The conference expressed its appreciation 
of all those at present cngaged in such 
Direct Action and urped that more general 
practise of Direct Action should be en- 
couraged in every possible way. 


Inasmuch as Article One of the Universal 
Declaration of Phaman Rights recognises 
that alf human beings are endowed with 
reason and conscience, and Article 140 of 
the Draft Covenant (Civil and Political 
Rights Section) states that every one shall 
have the right to freedom of (hought, con- 
science and religion, the cenference  te- 
corded its convietion that where reason and 
conscience lead any individual ta a reniun- 
ciation of war and a refusal of military 
service of any kind, the right to freedom 
of conscience and the right to hold opinions 
without interference (Article 15) involved 
the necessity for the recognition of the 
right of conscteritious objection to all war 
and war preparation in every country 


ft therefore called upon: 


Tis sections in those countries where 
the right of conscientious objection was 
recognised to urge sich governmenis ia 
take the initialive in) securing the uani- 
versal recognition of the right of con- 
scientious objection and the uecessary 
amendment ta the appropriate article(s) 
in the Covenant to make that right 
explicit. 

Its sections tn those countries where 
such rights were not at present recognised 
to be increasingly active in the endeavour 
fo secure such legal recognition af the 
right of conscientious objection 
‘The conference desired that the above 

resolution should be sent to the United 
Nations Convention on Human Rights and 
to the European Court of Human Rights 
for their information and necessary action. 


The conference heard an explanation of 
the proposed scheme for compulsory 
National Service in India involving military 
training and discipline for students enter- 
ing the Universities. Mt alsa took note of 
the existing programmes of military trains 
ing in schools and colleges. ‘The confer- 
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selections which do not tell us, for example, 


Tito said at the last UN meeting, 
though we are shown a reel of ‘M r. Eisen- 
hower expressing vague, unoriginal and 
predictable wishes for world peace and 
prosperity ~ 4 formal winding-up as obliga- 
tory as “Mr. Chairman, sir”; and which 
show us Mr. Khrushchev always scowling 
(unless embracing Castro) and Mr. Mac- 
millan opening a home for old people. 


And whar news we do get is related to 
us in tanes ranging from the heroic to the 
politely sceptical with a quizzical glance 
into the cainera-ANTHONY GRAHAM. 
WIEPE, Aspley Cottage, Hampton-on-the 
Hill, Warwick, 


what 


February sit-down 


YWNHE reason, I believe, why more people 

don’t. rally. behind Earl Russell and 
others is the knowledge they have that all 
“advanced” nations know the know-how 
to destroy everything, This knowledge in- 
duces a mood of. pessimistic fatalism.-- 
RHODA CLARKE, 36 Prospect Ra. 
Brixhani, Devon. 


‘he Soviet Union in 
transition’ 


I WOULD like to know what the connec- 
* tion is between Arthur LeMin’s anarchism 
(PN, December 23) and his “ fact” that 
the Russian people will. within a few 
years have a standard of living, comfort 
and security comparable to any of the 
Western countries,” 


From an anarchist point of view, it would 


not matter if everyone in the Soviet Union 
had an income of £1,000 per year, a house 
and car of his or her own, and was insured 
against toothache. As long as they had no 
alternative but ta wield power or to sub- 
mit to it, they would not be frees-&, E. 


PARKER, 55 Pretoria’ Road, Patchway, 
Bristol. 
Hope in UN? 


Fypo many of us we seem to have reached 
a stage in our peace Work where a re- 
appraisal of our future is needed. 


So far we have succeeded largely by ex- 
ploiting fear and the futility of modem 
war, but it may be the limit of such an 
appeal has been reached. [ suggest if we 
are to go forward again we shall have to 
offer a much more positive alternative full 
of hope, 


But where can we find this hope? I 
find it in the same direction as the majority 
of our epponents—namely, the United 
Nations, Unlike them, however, who are 
committed to spending vast sums of money, 
brains, energy and resources for destruc- 
tive purposes, we could use these to revi- 
talise the United Nations and revolu- 
tionise our conception of its potentialities 


I believe the time has come for the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament te 
commit itself wholeheartedly to such a 
policy, Tam sure, until we become a 
campaign fer a positive cause, so long will 
we remain without teal influence. With 
such a cause we could perhaps re-unite the 


Labour Party instead of being the unhappy 
reason for its division, 


As our peace work rules out the use of 
violence then ultimately our only alter- 
Native is in the creation of a strong moral 
force (non-violence recognises this fact) 
and the rentoval of the eccasions of war. 
Here lies our future TED DUNN, 77 
Hungerdawn Lane, Liwford, Manningtree, 
Essex, 


‘An indefensible position’ 


“WMHS” (unilateral renunciation of 

atomic weapons) “ seems to me an 
indefensible position ., . There is a strong 
case for pacitism.” 

May | be forgiven for quoting these 
words from the specch of the leader of the 
Liberal Party (PN, December 23), They 
display what we, the unpopular pacifist 
minority, have for so long been trying ta 
say: that while the many, through fear, 
may be induced to take a CND or Direct 
Action stand, there is a large body of 
thinking and influential non-pacifiste who 
could be won to the full pacifist case, or 
not at all, Yo them: the unilateralists’ 
appeal in regard fo ore weapon alone 
appears unrealistic, or even slightly dis. 
honest.-OLWEN BATVERSBY, 80 Mus- 
well Hilt Ra. London, N.70, 


‘The Establishment alerted’ 


] RBAD * The. Establishment Alerted ” 

(PN, December 16), Mach of what Mes. 
Collins said is excellent, but as one who 
has actively supported CND from its start, 
{ wish very much that Communist: mem 
bers would not use the Campaign te try 
further the Communist cause, and be so 
blatant about it This happens so. aften 


that it merely makes the Establishment. 
more firmly established in many pedple’s— 
63 Stanstead. 


minds ~MARGARET BALI, 
Ra, Caterham, Surrey. : 
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ence expressed its deep concern and regret 
at the growth of military tenduicies ia 
Tadia. ot encouraged its Indian members 
and their friends in their efforts to per- 
suade people to realise the dangers in- 
volved in their programmes and in their 


endeavours to evolve a system of new 
education. 
The conference suggested that, if and 


When the proposed programme of National 
Service involving military training was 
brought into operation, steps should be 
taken ta oppase it by non-violent means, 
and pledged its support for any such steps. 


PEACE BRIGADE 


The conterence endorsed the idew of an 
International Shanti Sena or World Peace 
Brigade and considered that the establish- 
ment of such a body was a matter of 


urgency [nits judgement the world Pesce 
Brigade should be independent of the 
United Nations and all governments, “The 


conference envisaged practical constructive 
wath as being an integral part of the 
actividies of the world Peace Hrigade. ‘The 
co-operation of organisations whose mem- 
bers and supporters adhered to non-violense 
should be sought, It was agreed that per- 
sons attending the conference whoa were 
willing ta volunteer their services should 
record such willingness so that a nucleus 
of potential volinteers woukd be ut the dis- 
posal af a World Peaco Brigade, Confer- 
ence considered that i) would be necessary 
lo require volunteers ta aecept a form of 
non-violent discipline. Tt was recognised 
thar there were serious problems to be 
solved hefare the World Peace Brigade 
could be established; amoung such problems 
were ibe selection and training of volun- 
fecrs, language barricta, and the financing 
af activities, 

The conference yvailed upon the Council 
of the War Resisters' international to take 
the initiative in the matter. It requested 
the Council to appoint a committee, pot 
necessarily confined to WERE members. to 
explore the problems involved and to pre- 
sent their findings ta an International Con- 
ference for the Establishment af a World 
Peace Brigade to be held ag soon as 
feasible. In the meantime, the WRI was 
asked ta accept responsibility. 

The above statement 


endarsed at a plenary 
Deceimber 27, (960. 


fag unanimously 
ession on Tuesday, 
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GOALS FOR WAR RESISTERS - I 


A non-violent social order 


Jayaprakash Narayan was invited to deliver the opening address 

to the War Resisters International Conference in India, which 

concluded last week. This is the first half of his speech, in which 

his theme was the double task of peacemakers. This section deals 

with the establishinent of a non-violent social order. The second 

half comments on non-violent national defence and the creation 
of a non-violent Peace Army. 


TP SHOULD like at the very outset to make a personal statement so as to 
avoid any misunderstanding later. It was with considerable reluctance that 
{ agreed to inaugurate this Conference, because [ was afraid that | might not 


be able to go along the whole way 
with some of you. 1 agree whole- 
heartedly that war is a crime against 
humanity and J am determined with- 
out any qualification never to partici- 
pate in any war whatever. 


But I do visualise a condition in which 
I would feel compelled by my reason to 
lend moral support to armed resistance to 
ageression, { stand with so many other 
Gandhians in this country for unilateral 
disarmament of India, and along with many 
comrades [ am endeavouring to prepare 
the country for non-violent defence. But 
this does not appear to me to be an easy 
or a quickly realisable task. ‘That exactly 
is the source: of my difficulty. 


{ feel that in the event of India being 
attacked before her people are able to 
defend themselves non-violently, I cannot 
but fend my moral support, even though 
refusing to bear arms myself, to the armed 
defence that the Government of the country 
would have to undertake, This might 
appear to many of you as a weakening of 
war-resistance, but that is the present state 
of my thinking of which I thought 1 should 
make a clean breast before you. 


Let me assure you that this limitation, 
far from weakening my resolve or harn- 
pering my eclforts to work for non-violent 
defence, impels me onwards so that the 
shameful moment might not arrive when | 
would find myself compelled to lend moral 
support to the killing of human beings, 
even though in self-defence. . . 


Areas of tension 


This is the first Conference of the Inter- 
national to be held in Asia. This is but 
natural, because until a few years back 
most of Asia and Africa being under Euro- 
pean domination, many of the countries of 
those continents were not in a position to 
make war. Now having regained national 
sovereignty, the issue of war and peace has 
become for them also a real, urgent and 
practical issue. ‘Therefore, it is not a day 
too soon that the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national is meeting in Asia. 


It would not be wrong to say that the 
peoples of Asia desire peace as much as 
the peoples of Europe and America — if 
not more. But afl over Asia there are arcas 
of tension which constitute serious threats 
to the peace of the continent, In the West 
there is the Arab-Israel conflict, in the East 
there is mainland China versus Taiwan. 
There are divided Korea and Viet Nam. 
In the centre there is {ndo-Pakistan and 
Sino-Indian tension, 


The Russian empire in Asia and the 
Chinese empire hold down by violence 
nationalist. freedom movements through- 
out Central Asia. There is Chinese Com- 
munist reluctance to accept co-existence or 
the possibility of Communism living toge- 
ther with ather sacio-econemic systems. 
There is clear evidence of China’s desire 
to push forward to the old frontiers of the 
Chinese empires of the past. There are 
many ather local tensions such as that 
between Lran and Iraq, between Jordan and 
the UAR, between Pakistan and Afghan- 
istan and se an. 

All this adds up to a formidable moun- 
tain of dry gunpowder, to which if you add 
the poverty and misery of the peoples of 
this area and the political, economic and 
social injustices lo which they are subject, 
the situation becomes well-nigh explosive. 

Asia's history goes back almost to the 
yery origins of human history, on account 


of which the accumulated memories of the 
past, fanned by resurgent nationalism, stir 
up emotions and psychological attitudes 
that are not exactly conducive to peace. 
This makes our task much more dillicult. 


The name of the International might 
suggest to some that our aim is only a 
negative one; that is to say, to resist war 
when it breaks out. This, however, would 
be a gross misundertanding. As the State- 
ment of Basis of the International issued 
by the Indian Committee declares, “ Con- 
sistent pacifists have no right to take up a 
merely negative position but must recog- 
nise the obligation to seek effective non- 
violent means to preserve order, 
defend our homes, achieve social justice.” 


This positive task of ours, or rather of 
all those who desire peace, fellowship and 


tween a civil and a non-violent society. 
The two are often confused together. 

In the civil society disputes between 
citizens are settled peacefully either accord- 
ing to the processes of law or by mutual 


agreement. Incidence of actual physical 
violence is extremely rare in the civil 
society, Brilish society, for instance, is a 


fine example of such a society. Indian 
society, on the other hand, is at present 
far from being civil, because we have not 
yet learnt how to settle our internal differ- 
ences without overt physical violence, 


The civil society, however, is not neces- 
sarily a non-violent society. The economic 
and political structure of British society, for 
example, is such that there is in Britain 
widespread economic exploitation and in- 
equality and also very considerable concen- 
tration of political power---both pronounced 
examples of violence in society. 


Externally, the civil British society has 
co-existed for at least two centuries with 
imperialist rule and exploitation, If Britain 
had been non-violent as wel] as civil she 
could never have created the great empire 
over which the sun never used to set. 


The ideal of the class-less and State-less 
society—in other words, a society that is 
both economically and politically non- 
violent—is common to believers in non- 


By Jayaprakash Narayan 


justice, may be considered in two parts, 
though each part is inseparable from the 
other, One part of the task might be 
described as internal, the other external. 


The internal task is to create within one’s 
own country a social order that is based 
on and informed with the spirit of non- 
violence. I am afraid pacifists or, to use a 
wider term, believers in peace, do not give 
this problem sufficient thought. 


Thinkers in the West as well as in the 
East had given the warning, particularly at 
the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, 
that the industrial civilisation that was 
adumbrated by that revolution was, among 
other things, going to lead to exploitation 
and war on a scale hitherto unknown to 
human saciety. 


The rise of imperialism and the out- 
break of two world wars have not, I think, 
directed attention to the basic causes of 
violence in modern civilised society, The 
voice of those who have tried to go to the 
roat of the problem of violence has been 
too weak to affect the course of history. 
The idea has generally been rejected in the 
West, as in the East, that the character of 
industrialisation or technology had any- 
thing to do with the question either of 
internal violence or external war. 


In the internal economic field, socialism 
and Communism, while accepting the in- 
dustrial and technological revolution, have 
attempted through reorganisation of owner- 
ship and mnanagement to remove exploita- 
tion, inequality and other forms of violence 
latent in) modern industrial civilisation. 
These attempts have hardly been successful, 


Problem of competition 


In the external cconamic field, too, 
socialism and Communism have not been 
successful in solving the problem of 
colonial exploitation or violence-generating 


competition. In this sphere Communism 
has been even 4 greater failure than 
socialism. 


In the political field there has been a 
similar kind of myopia, . It has generally 
been believed that establishment of political 
democracy was enough to take care of the 
situations of violence involved tn political 
power and the institution of the State, A 
gavernment established by the consent of 
the people has been taken to be a non- 
violent government. This, of conrse, ts 
only partially true. 


Incidentally, it might be helpful at this 
point te remark upon the distinction be- 


violence as well as Communists and (to a 
degree) socialists. But there is no agree- 
ment over the means to be followed to 
achieve the ideal. 


Generally speaking, Communists have 
advocated and used violent means to 
achieve their goal. The history of the 
Communist States has put it beyond all 
doubt that the means they have used have 
resulted in social violence of a scale un- 
known before. 


The Communist revolutions destroyed 
rather dramatically the old ruling and ex- 
ploiting classes, That created the illusion 
that a class-less society had come to be 
established, The growth of a new class, 
however, which has come to hold economic 
and political power more firmly than any 
previous class has undone effectively the 
gains of the Revolution, at least in this 
respect. 


Power of the State 


In terms of economic and political power, 
privilege and status, present-day Commu- 
hist society is definitely a class society. As 
for the power and position of the State, it 
is indisputable that the Communist States 
are total in their character and are com- 
parable only to the Fascist or Nazi State. 


As for the socialists, it is doubtful 
whether many of them would agree today 
that their aim was a social order without 
classes and the State. They would, how- 
ever, agree that narrowing down of class 
differences was still their aim, but, nonethe- 
less, they would all regard the State-less 
society as a Utopia. ht is no doubt ques- 
lionable if the State would ever entirely 
wither away, but there is also no doubt 
that if the non-violent socicty were to be 
the aim, the power and range of the State 
must be reduced as much as possible. 


Socialism has no doubt succeeded in 
narrowing down class differences, but the 
fact that the old classes still occupy their 
privileged position in society economic, 
sacial, political, cultural--makes the failure 
of socialism only too obvious in this re- 
spect, In respect to the Stale, even the 
democratic socialist State threatens to be 
far more powerful and pervasive than the 
liberal State. 

Thus, neither socialism nor Communism 
is an answer to the problem of violence in 
human society. Uhis position becomes the 
more pronounced when one considers the 
attitude of both these sacial philosophies 
to the question of armaments and war. 


This brief review puts in true perspective 
the problem that faces us and all others 
who are working for peace and non- 
violence, It is only because the means of 
violence have become so totally destructive 
that men have so universally become con- 
cerned with peace, or, at any rate, the 
prevention of war, Had it not been for the 
hydrogen bomb and the missiles, a third 
world war would have become a certainty 
in the existing world situation, 


Thus viewed, otr task is so to educate 
the minds of human beings throughout the 
world that they prefer co-operation to con- 
flict and accept peaceful methods of settling 
international disputes as normally as they 
do accept them, at any rate in the civil 
society, for dealing with internal disputes. 


Such a development of a world mind 
would be impossible if ihe inner structure 
of the nations and therefore the character 
of the national mind are such that they 
drive in a natural manner towards pursuit 
of power and material prosperity at the 
cost of others. The militarists have rightly 
defined war as pursuit of policy by other 
methods. Any atternpt to do away with 
war without radically transforming policy 
is bound to lead to failure. 


Causes of war 


It is for this reason that all the present 
talk about disarmament leaves me cold. 
Not that £ am opposed to disarmament. I 
have told you earlier that I am an advocate 
of unilateral disarmament by India, But it 
seems to me like putting the cart before 
the horse to expect disarmament before the 
causcs of war are tackled and a peaceful 
alternative to it is discovered 


I do not think that the economic and 
political systems that are found on both 
sides of the Iron Curtain are exactly con- 
ducive to world peace. The Western system 
stands self-condemned as the father of im- 
perialism and two world wars. ‘The Eastern 
or rather Communist system is so sur- 
charged with the motive of power and 
world domination and is supported by such 
total internal violence that it cannot even 
remotely be considered to be a force work- 
ing for a world of peace and co-operation. 

One of the most remarkable perform- 
ances that the world has recently witnessed 
is the emergence of Soviet Russia as the 
champion of anti-colonialism. As an Asian 
myself I have often wondered what the 
reason must have been for the Afro-Asian 
leaders at the UN to co-operate with Russia 
in creating such a false image .. . 

The reason, to my mind, why these con- 
firmed and uncompromising — anti-impe- 
tialists deliberately shut their eyes to the 
fact that the would-be champion of anti- 
colonialism, Russia, was today the largest 
colonial Power in the world, is that they 
have their own petty cold war to fight with 
the West... 


This, as 1 have just said, is not a far- 
sighted policy, because the image of Russia 
or China as an anti-colonial Power not only 
condemns the millions of people of the 
enslaved nationalities living under their 
heel, but also creates false illusions among 
the free peoples of Asia and Africa-—illu- 
sions that might cost them their freedom 
once again. 


Apparatus of violence 


Re that as it may, the point L wish to 
make is that Russia’s championing of dis- 
armament has little meaning in the face of 
the vast apparatus of violence and suppres- 
sion that the Russian economic, political 
and psychological system represents. And, 
disarmament only because the weapons of 
war have become totally destructive is only 
a negative gain. 

I am not suggesting that even a negative 
gain is not some kind of a gain, but clearly 
disarmament of this type would never spell 
out a world of peace, goodwill and co- 
operation. it is positive disarmament 
brought about as a result of moral and 
material transformation of man and human 
society thai should be our aim. f have said 
earlier that it is this positive aspect of our 
talk that bas not received sufficient utten- 
tion from the devotees of peace. T hope 
this shortcoming will be corrected at this 
Conference and pcace-workers will become 
the harbingers of a new sacial revolution 
wrought through means that are consistent 
with the aims of the movement. 


(To be concluded next week) 


ne 


ANTI-HERO 


The Hero Observed, by Derek Mousey. 
Gollancz, 16s. 


INHIE blurb describes this book as “a 
prisoner-of-war escape story---with 
all the difference in the world.” But 
as there are no descriptions of the 
prison camp and of the means by 
which the hero made his escape from 
it, except ina few perfunctory [laush- 
backs, it is not really an escape story 
at all. It is the story of an ordeal. 


In 1943, the author tells us in a Note, he 
himself escaped from a prison camp near 
Modena in [taly, and spent the winter in 
the Aurunci mountains; his story is based 
on personal experience, In the mountains, 
among peasants whose degree of friendli- 
ness or hostility is determined barometric- 
ally by the ebb and flow of the war, the 
hero is forced back to the most primitive 
realities of life, and to the fundamentals of 
his own humanity. 


In such circumstances there is really no 
place for the gestures of heroism; to. sur- 
vive is heroism enough. ‘Uhat Mr. Monsey 
survived physically we have the existence 
of this book to demonstrate; that he sur- 
vived spiritually this book also sulliciently 
shows, for to write it must have required 
almost aS much courage as was needed to 
live through the experience itself, 


Yhere are some books about war—the 
greater number, no doubt--which are 
“escape”? books in more senses than one; 
they are read by people who five humdrum 
lives for the vicarious adventures they 
afford. Like thrillers and romances, they 
are written, so to say, in parentheses-- what 
is outside the parentheses being the real 
issues of human living and human dying 
in which we are all involved, although it 
may suit us foolishly to pretend that we 
are not. Although the facts with which 
they purport to deal are grim enough. they 
are “ entertainment.”. 


Not entertaining 


Mr. Monsey’s book is nor written in 
parentheses, and it is not entertaining. It 
is very far from entertaining, It is almost 
compulsively readable, in its harrowing 
way; but that is not at all the same thing. 


1 despair of trying to describe it ade- 
quately. THe Hero Osservep is much 
more than a mast effective piece of anti- 
war literature, although it is undoubtedly 
that, and, in the nature af us honest facing 
of the facts of experience, could not be 
other than that: 


“Take away the smart uniform, the 
boots and breeches, the sword, the Sam 
Browne, the chain-mail epaulettes and all 
the trappings, and who will go to war ? 
No original thought, but it was years 
ywo, three years-—after | had put them 
on that | heard anyone formulate the 
question. 


“We do not think, are not asked to 
think, are not taught to think. Chance 
tubs us maybe, maybe never, against a 
man who puts a question, We, of the 
millions, have no way to find the answer 
~-any sort of answer.” 


But by pulling the mask from the face 
of war and showing, from one man’s ex- 
perience, what going to war really means 
in all its bestiality, its nastiness, and its 
fundamental fatuity, Mr. Monsey has, in 
effect, given an answer; more, he has done 
us all, and particularly those of the younger 
generation, a service, Var Herero Ousikvep 
is a book which it is almost a duty to give 
{0 one’s 20-yenr-old son or nephew, As the 
author writes at the conclusion: 


* Few men are heroes. Those who are 
nat have little reason (o write a factual day 
to day account of their lite in war. Yet 
war, as a way ol Ife or an event which 
shapes a young man’s character and att. 
tudes, is not a thing which can safely be 
left to the sole discretion and singular aut- 
look of the Field Marshal or the winner of 


ihe VG. 
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“Ah, but you 


According ta 


LETTER FROM EGYPT - Ill 


The Suez Canal today 


[ MET them in Morocco, in Algeria, 


in Tunisia, and now [| am meeting 
them here, in Egypt. | suppose 
they are to be found in all the 
countrics that were once the play- 
ground of those whom the French 
so aptly call the colons. 


They are the wailers without a wall who 


constantly bemoan the loss of the arti- 
ficial world they created for themselves 
in the good old days af colonies and 
empires. 


A word of praise or appreciation of any 


one of these countries, where they are no 
longer the overlords, is immediately 
countered by a stream of cliché argu- 
ments. One soon comes to know them 
so well that one can complete each sent- 
ence after the first word has been ultered. 


should have seen this 
country when the French (or the Eng- 
lish, or any other colonial rulers) were 
here! 408% 


their arguments, all these 
places were paradise, so long as the 
imperial masters were there to wield 
their magic wands. The indigenous 
people are, of course, incapable of doing 
or producing anything themselves. 


According to one such moaner, even the 


Egyptian climate has deteriorated as a 
result of the change of régime, This was 
said in all seriousness by a disillusioned, 
embittered European woman who has 
enjoyed living here for about 30° years. 
“In thase days,” she sighed, “ Egypt was 
a wonderful country, There was sun- 
shine . "1 interrupted her, pointing 


out thit we were basking in the sun- 
shine, weanng summer dresses, and that 
December was only a week away. “1 
know,” she replied, biliously, “but it is 
not the sume as Housed to be. Tf assure 
you, even the climmfe in’ Egypt has 
changed since 1952" } 


This sort of tedious menologue had been 


going on for some time the other even- 
ing, ‘Fhe complainant was an English- 


By IRENE BEESON 


man in a mixed group of Egyptians, 
Lebanese and Europeans, 


After a while a young Egyptian smiled 


philosophically, pointed to the smart suit 
he was wearing and said very quietly: 
“You see this fine worsied cloth, I 
bought it three years aga, It was made 
in Egypt, it wears as well as the best 
English cloth, and it cost halt the price. 
Scill smiling, he added: “It has taken us 
100 years to arrive at this, but, who 
knows, maybe one of these days we shall 
be able fo teach the English something.” 


In 1956, when President Nasser announced 


his intention to nationalise the Suez 
Canal, there were outcries in the Western 
world. ‘The Egyptians would never be 
capable of managing the waterway, trans- 
port would be halted, and countries which 
did not rally (o Nasser’s policy would be 
threatened in their econamy. Their in- 
derests Would be ruined. 


Now, less than four years after Nasser 


STILLER LLL RLM LLL RDA 


NO MERCY 


On them who have no mercy 


on their cars 


Be tortured tinkle of the cat's caught mouse; 

Be snarl of politician, breaking peace; 

And on their ears their own harsh liughter be; 

In them who have no mercy--1 their eyes 

Be wound of blinded pity; all things blind: 

Re flesh of savaged girl; and broken bird, 
Stunned dead along the road where trafhe passed. 


In them who have no merey 


in their Hesh 


Be prisoner’s pacing anguish; be the wars; 
Be the betrayer and the scent of death. 


But take from my soul's horror 


take from ine 


The closeness of the broken, ruined world. 


JACQUELINE POINTER 
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This was Port Said in [956 after 
the bombing in the Suez War. 
‘Voduy, contrary io Anglo-French 
ollicial warnings of the time, the 
Suez Canal is operating perlectly 
under Egyptian management, 


ordered the canal blocked, following the 
tripartite attack, the 9G-nile-long water- 
way is enjoying a business boom and 
Ligypt is reaping rich financial rewards. 


In 1958 an average of SQ ships used 
the canal daily, compared with 42.5 an 
1956 and 36 in 1954. “Votal freight tan- 
nage tor 1960 exceeded the ISR (otal of 
150,000,000 tons, 


Pol receipts are higher than at any time 
since the canal was constructkd. Seven 
milion Egyptian pounds (about 
£o,200,000) were handed aver in 190 to 
the new Compagine Financiere de Suez, 
which rephiced the old Suez Company 
under the compensation agreenient signed 
in 1989) This money goes ta indemnify 
holders of the old Canal shares 


‘the Nasser plan to improve the Canal os 
going ahead according to provisions, and 
in 1960 the Suez Canal Bourd spent close 
an 10,000,000) Feyptian pounds (about 
CR,000,000) on the inifial stages of a vast 
programme of widening, deepening and 
modernising the waterway. This pro- 
gramme Will be completed by the end of 
1963. 


Port Said harbour will be dredged and 
equipped in such a way as to cnable bath 
the harbour and the canal to accomnio- 
date vessels displacing 45,000 tons, as 
against the present limit of 38,000, this 
will make it possible for many of the 
large oil tankers now being built to use 
the canal, 

Mr Mahmoud Younes, the Suez Canal 
Board Chairman, during & recent visit to 
Tokyo, discussed with Japanese indus- 
trialists the supply of lorry-mounted radio 
and ‘TV equipment. When these plans 
are carried out, a mobile TY unit will 
patrol the length of the Canal to report 
accidents and technical difficulties along 
the waterway and its lakes. 

Tenders are invited from the world markets 
for the supply of new dredging, towing, 
tele-communications and ather equip- 
Tent. A 25,000-ton floating dock has 
already been purchased from West 
Ciermany, . 

On December 23° Egypt celebrated the 
fourth anniversary of the withdrawal 
from Port Said of the last British troaps, 
in 1956. ‘Lo mark this occasion the fivat 
Epyptian-built merchant vessel was 
launched on its way through the Suez 
Canal. 


Next week trene Beeson will conclude 
her letters from Egypt with a comment on 
the Aswan Dan, 
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Tax-refusers 
on TV 


PPELEVISION news and the national 
~~ press recorded the presentation by 
Arnold Wesker and seven supporters 
at the door of the Treasury in London 
last Friday of a declaration of inten- 
lion of 2! people to withhold a 
quarter of their income tax (that por- 
tion allocated for nuclear arms) which 
would go instead to some positive and 
beneficial need. 

VEN interviewed Arnold 
Kriday night, 

A minor offictal of the Treasury came 
out to take the declaration with a polite 
smile, and delegates noticed many more 
people hovering inside the doors to sec 
what happened. 

Fifteen volunteers carried posters up and 
down King Charles Street while the gesture 
was being made, It all took place during 
working hours, 

‘The signatories to the declaration pay tax 
by Schedule DD, but several employces of 
London County Council and Surrey County 
Council, who pay by PAYE, have stated 
that they wish to withhold a quarter of 
their tax, 

On Monday a delegation of seven LOC 
emplayees saw a representative of the 
Comptroller to ask for special arrange- 
ments to be made whereby they could 
withhold tax, 


Wesker on 


Long talk 


The deputation to the LCC was quite 
sympathetically received and had a long 
talk with the oflicial. He agreed to refer 
the matter to his finance committee. 

RATES REFUSAL is again in the news 
with Roger Holman’s refusal to pay the 
2s. 9d. portion of his rates which goes 
towards Civil Defence at Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent. 

The council has told Mr. Holman, 46- 
year-old member of the loca] Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, that the 2s. 9d, will 
be added to his next rates bill. 

His lifelong friend, Mr. Esme Bidlake 
a local Civil Defence warden—is angry 
that the council didn’t take him to court. 


Crop failures bring threat of famine 


MASSIVE AID TO CHINA 


DEMANDED 


Peace News Reporter 


"PHE WEST SHOULD OFFER “MASSIVE AID” TO CHINA, NOW 


FACING A THREAT OF 


FAMINE. 


THIS AID SHOULD BE 


FINANCED BY A CUT IN “ DEFENCE.” 


Such was the substance of an appeal 
issued last Friday night in London by 
Canon Collins, Ritchie Calder, Pamela 
Frankau, Arthur Goss, Anthony 
Greenwood, Jacquetta Hawkes, John 
Horner, Sir Stephen King-Hall, Benn 


NEXT WEEK IN PN 


Jayaprakash Narayan’s two-part 
inaugural address to the recent 
War Resisters’ International con- 
ference in India will be concluded. 


Irene Beeson will also be writing 
her last “ Letter from Egypt.” We 
shall no doubt have to comment 
further on the dangerous situation 
in Laos, and we shall be watching 
the situation in South Africa after 
Mr. Hammarskjoeld’s visit. 


‘Reprisals’ against 
Negro voters 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


(PHREE hundred Negroes in Hay- 
~ wood County, Tennessee, were for 
a few months saved from eviction 
from their land by a decision of the 
US Court of Appeals last Friday. 
The decision makes possible a fur- 
ther injunction soon, restraining the 
eviction ef another 400 Negroes in 
Fayctle County. 

The Federal Government alleged that the 
700 Negro sharecroppers were being 
evicted as a reprisal for registering to 
vote in the last election. The delay of 
evictions was invoked on the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957 which forbids interference 
with a person’s right to vote. 

The Haywood Civic and Welfare League 
had been encouraging Negroes to register. 
Reactionary Whites, the Department of 
Justice alleged, then organised economic 
sanctions against members of the League 
by asking landjords to evict any share- 
croppers who had registered to vote. 
Some of the sharecroppers had been 
tenants for 40 years, 


So as a protest Mr. Bidlake has refused to The defence claimed that the 700 eviction 


pay Ais rates--apart from the 2s, 9d. to- 
wards Civil Defence. He says he is “ quite 
ready to go to prison for my principles.” 


| 

“Comes to grips with the pro- 
blem more plainly, readably and 
effectively than anything | have yet 


seen.” 
—DR. ALAN LITHERLAND 
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by 
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Foreword by VERA BRITTAIN 
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notices which were immediately served 
had nothing to do with the voting regis- 
tration. 

The present injunction restrains eviction 
until the Supreme Court can satisfy itself 
that the move had no intention of pre- 
venting Negroes from voting. The 
tenants will now be able to lodge indi- 
vidual complaints for a full hearing in 
Pebruary. 


KKK’s WEAPON 


rHE Grand Dragon of the Southern- 

Northern Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, Mr. Bill Hendrix, of Florida, re- 
signed from the Klan last week, Ele said: 
“T see no way to stop racial integration and 
it lonks to me like the best thing to do is 
to agcept it.” 

Angered by this, another Grand Dragon, 
Mr, O. ¥. Craig, said in Atlanta, Georgia, 
that the Klan will next month "reveal our 
weapon which will stop the integration 
movement in the South.” At a meeting in 
Atlanta on January 28 plans will be made 
for “the biggest struggle known in the 
Souih to preserve segregation.” 


Levy, Antoinette Pirie, J. B. Priestley, 


Donald Soper, and A. J. P. Taylor. 

They claimed that the West now 
had a chance “to help a great people 
to whom it owes a long-standing debt, 
and at the same time to begin creating 
au very different kind of world, moving 
away from self-destruction. It could 
be our last chance (we) make 
this appeal to members of all political 
Parties, to common sense, and to 
human fellow-feeling.”’ 


For six months the Chinese Government 
has been warning its people that the crop 
failures induced by a drought even worse 
than that of 1959 (some provinces normally 
fertile were without rain for six or seven 
months) would affect the nation’s whole 
economy and call for renewed austerity. 
Light industry in particular has been hit 
hard by the absence of raw materials 
normally forthcoming from agriculture. 


The Times’ correspondent in Hongkong 
wrote: ‘The Chinese are learning al} the 
time and are approaching the New Year 
with characteristic resilience after two years 
of buffeting by nature and the pitfalls of 
revolutionary upheaval.” 


It does scem clear that widespread 
famine and suffering is inevitable. As the 
Daily Telegraph editorial remarked on 


Monday: “Can the West do anything but 
stand awestruck at the magnitude of the 
problems of feeding a nation of close on 
700,000,000 2" The editorial went on to 
admit that large-scale aid from the West 
‘might become necessary on purely human- 
itarian grounds,” but showed some mis 
understanding of the motives of the appeal 
by adding “it would have the additional 
recommendation of embarrassing the 
Chinese Communist régime.” 


Meantime a two-man trade mission from 


IN LONDON 


China has begun a three months’ tour of 
Canada. There is speculation that they 
may be looking for wheat which Canada is 
trying to sell, 

@ Another appeal for the victims of 
starvation has been issued by Anthony 
Wedgwood Benn, Edward Carpenter, and 
Ronald Russell on behalf of the War on 
Want Fund for the victims of tribal fight- 
ing in the Congo, dying at the rate of 200 
a day. 


BBC’s series on 
China today 


FPTEN weekly programmes on present- 
~ day China are to be broadcast on 
the BBC’s Third Programme : 
January 9: “ China’s Three Revolutions,” 
by G. FL Hudson (Director Par Eastern 
Studies, St. Anthony’s College, Oxford), 

January 18: “The Political Scene.”  Dis- 
cussion between Evan Luard, Roderick 
McFarquhar and Derek Bryan, 

January 25; “ The Economic Scene,” by 
Joan Robinson (Reader in’ Economics, 
University of Cambridge). 

February 1b: “Technology,” by Kurt Men- 
delssohn, 

February 8: “Trends in Literature,” by 
David Watkins. 

Week beginning February tf: “ Art, Archi- 
tecture, and Archeology.” Discussion 
between Sir Hugh Casson, Sir Herbert 
Read and Peter Swann, 

February 20: “The Human Climate.” 
Conversation between Nicholas Wollas- 
ton, Richard Harris and Liao Hung-ying 
(Hung-ying Bryan). 

Webruary 27: “China in Asia,” by Tibor 
Mende. 

Week beginning March 4: ‘ China and the 
Soviet Union,” by Klaus Mehnert. 

Week beginning March 11: “ Mao Tse-tung 
—~then and new,” by Edgar Snow. 


NEHRU’S ‘NO’ TO REV. MICHAEL SCOTT 


Peace News Reporter 


PPHE Rev. Michael Scott has been 

refused permission to visit Naga- 
land. The Indian Government feels 
that his arrival there would add to the 
difficulties of the moderate Naga leaders 
who are already finding it hard to per- 
suade their people to accept the agreement, 
reached recently, whereby a separate Naga 
state could be recognised, but within the 
Indian Union. 

Michael Scott, who visited Mr, Nehru 
Jast Saturday after attending the War Re- 
sisters’ International conferennce at Gand- 
higram, was concerned to put the argue 
ments and suggestions of Mr. Zaphu Phizo, 
the Naga leader now in exile in London. 

Mr. Phizo and his followers want Naga- 
land to be an area of qualified sovereignty, 
jointly guaranteed independent by India, 
Pakistan, and Burma. He also wants a 
plebiscite in Nagaland to check the Indian 
Government’s claim that the majority of 
Nagas want to concede statehood. 

Though Michael Scott made it clear he 
had not come to Delhi as Mr. Phizo's re- 
presemtative, the statement issued by the 
Indian Government said there could be no 
question of negotiations with Mr. Phizo or 
any representative of hi 

Naga tribesmen have been waging a 
six-year guerilla war secking secession from 
Tadia. 

Michael Scott--director of the Africa 
Bureau in London and a director of Peace 
News—once stood heside Indians in South 
Africa, sharing their non-violent resistance 
to racial laws and accepting the physical 


manhandling and prison sentence that 
followed. 

Now he is concerned to persuade the 
Nagas to give up violence in their cam- 
paign, In view of his known record in the 
movement for achievement by nan-violence 
it would be thought by many that his 
presence, and that of Mr. Phizo, in Naga- 
land at this point would go far towards 
pacifying the situation; but (report The 
Times’ correspondent in Delhi) the Indian 
Government appears to feel that “his 
presence there would have been taken by 
the underground as encouraging proof of 
the success of Mr. Phizo . . , in attracting 


sympathy for his cause.” 


WAR ON WANT Campaien against 


warld poverty 
Why not start a local group in your 
town, office, factory, college? 


We cxist to help you form such a group. 


Freak Harcourt-Munuing, Hon. 
9 Madeley Hosd, Sandia) wW,.S. 


Write to: 
Duectur, 


“TE renounce war and | will never 
suppore or sanction another” 
This pledge, signed by each member, Is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 


DICK SHEPPARD HOU: 
& Endsleigh Street My Lene w.c.l 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION 
PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 


Service 3.30, Sunday, January 8 
Peace News, $ Caledonian Mil., Kiags Cross 


Discourse: Brooke Marvin 
** Spirital Mission of Flylag Saucers"? 


